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Tne New OrRrEaNs Muppue.—The trouble
In the Loulsiana Legislature yesterday resulted
In & scuffle, in which one of the members—
Walter A. Whayland—was shot, The un-
fortunate legislator subsequently died,

NarorLzox's FortnooMiNe REVELATIONS, —
The Emperor of the French, we are told, wlll
shortly publish o historleal work, In which
startling revelations will be made regarding
the French military system during the late war
with Germany, The world at large regarded
the military system of France previous to that
war a8 the finest In the world. Oplinion, bow.
sver, has changed esince then. Napoleon's
Ideas also must be conslderably altered. If
bis forthcomling work Is intended to show the
weakueases, deticiences and drawbacks of the
French system, which be formerly upheld, it
is & great pity be did not know them before
engaging in s war which brought disaster aod
calamity to bis country.

Jeeazy Arr Rient.—Governor Randolph
yesterday delivered his last message to the
Legislature of New Jersey. From the finan-
clal exhibit the State Is in a very flourishing
oondition. In regard to the State tax op rail-
roads the Governor says:—"‘‘Over one-balf of
the entire recelpls of the State fund come
from Imposts put upon two railway companies,
There Is so masifest an inequality in the ope-
ratlon of the laws under which revenue to the
State Is levied from its railway corporations
that o thorough revision of them s recom-
mended.” This railroad tax, it so Lappens, s
ohlefly levied upon the passenger traffic be-
tween this city and Philadelpbia, our citizens

dolng thelr share towards r.ileving the Jﬂ.l

sogv=en of the Rurden of local taxation,

Cupa and Blexico, or Either—General
Graut’s Great Opportunity.

There has never bgen offered to any admin-
Istration at Washington, or to any candidate
for the Presidency, such a splendid opportu-
nity for a stroke of overwhelming popularity
and lasting distinction as that which is now
offered to General Grant in the setilement of
the “‘manifest destiny” of Cuba and Mexico,
Our relations with Spain have at length
reached that polnt from which, in ad-
vancing, we emlarge our natlonal domain,
wealth and power, hut from which, in retreat-
ing, we gain nothing buta postponement of
the Inevitable gettlement—a postponement
which may prove a disastrous blunder. Mex-
ican anarchy, still tending from bad to worse,
and the annoyances and losses which we suffer
from it along our whole frontier, and In all
our commercial relatinns with that distracted
country, demand some form of decisive inter-
vention in bebalf of law and order there; and
here again a postponement only prolongs and
aggravates the manifold evils which might at
once be remedied, and for which the only
remedy ia active intervention and annexation.

In Cuba and in Mexico, then, or in either,
there Is an opportunity for General Grant to
make his administration the most distinguisbed
in the history of the United States, and his
second election as much the general cholce of
the people ns the second election of Monroe.
The outrages of Spaniah officials upon Amerl-
can citisens in Cuba, the intolerable insults
from Spanish naval officers to our flag In the
Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean Sea, the
continued prosecution of the African slave
trade in Cuba, and the numerous savage atro-
cilies of Valmaseda, afford sufficient gronnds
for a decislve ullimatum from General Grant
to the Spanish government, It Is understood
that, in reference to the outrage upon the ship
Florida, an apolozy and raparation bave been
demanded of Madrld, and it is to be hoped
that no diplomatic evasions or equivooations
will be accepted in this matter, Bhould
ample satisfaction be given upon these points,
the common cause of clvilization and humanity
stlll requires ‘the active interventlon of our
government for tho suppression of the African
slave trade and these horrible atrocities of
Valmaseda and his savage volunteera. Upon
all these things, If General Grant is only half
as much devoted to the Idea of the acquisition
of Cuba as he was to the annexation of St. Do-
mingo, be may within a fow months make the
Cuban question the overshadowing political
issue of the day.

But, whatever the result of the diplomacy

of Mr. Fish in reference to Cuba (and we ars
not very eanguine of anything but a tem-
porizing peace policy from Mr. Fish), there is
still the golden opportunity of a new depar-
ture In reference to Mexico. Let the Presi-
dent ask of Congress the power to punish the
“‘free zone” smugglers and border rufflans of
Mexico, In the authority to cross the Rio
Grande with an armed force In the enforce-
ment of our treaty stipulations with our dis-
orderly neighbor, and we sball soon have a
gettlement of the Mexican question. How
was Texas sonexed? By joint resolutions
from Congress, providing, in the President's
diseretion : fivst, for Lhe imperative annexation
of the Texas republic, regardless of its Mexican
boundary dispute; and, secondly, for the set-
tlement in advance with Mexico of the boundary
qnestion. Presldent Tyler had yet one day, or
rather one night, of his term remaining, when
these joint resolutions were submitted to him for
bis approval, March 8, 1845. He acted, after
signing the resolutions, in accepting the Grst
proposition, and at once he sent off his mes-
senger to Texas with It, under cover of the
night, so that when President Polk came in
next day, (there being no telegraph at that
time except the experimental line belween
Washington and Baltimore), he had nothing lo
do but to abide by the consequences of Lhe
decision of Captain Tyler.
Texas was thus annexed on her own as-
sumptions of boundary, and so her claim be-
came our claim, She olaimed the Rio Grande,
Mexico Insisted that the proper boundary was
the Nueces, a small river running inlo the
Gulf, some fifty miles, moro or less, this side
of the Rio Grande, Belween the two rivers
the Mexicans had posted an army to maintaln
their claim. DBetween those two rivers Old
Zach Taylor came into collision with that
Mexican army; and this was the beginning of
our war with Mexico. Polk supported Taylor,
Congress supported Polk, and so the Mexican
war was declared and fought through to *‘the
Halls of the Montezumas." And what were
the resulta? They were the most momentous,
the most wonderful and the most important in
the whole bistory of the United States as an
independent mation, Ilad Captain Tyler left
the alternative of annexation to his successor,
Polk, to whom it properly belonged, it was
understood that the peace alternative would
Lave been adopted, and that this annexation
business would have stopped by treaty at the
Rio Grande, we paying Mexico the difference
for the disputed territory to the Nueces. But
Tyler, in assaming the respousibility of the
war policy, upset the democratic programme
and spoiled the calculations of Calhoun, who
foresaw the danger to Southern slavery from
o war with Mexico, and fought to the last mo-
ment in the Senate to avoid it

But the grim joke perpetrated by Captaln
Tyler, on his last night in the White House,
turned out, we say, inits results, to be the
greatest and grandest measure in the history
of the government, The anoexation alterna-
tive he adopted gave us the war with Mexlco,
and the war gave us not only Texas to the Rio
Grande, but all that vast region now comprised

in the Territories of New Mexioo, Colorado,
Utab and Arizona, and the States of Nevada
aod California; and these have given us the
boundless wealth of all thelr gold and silver
mioes, the Pacific Railroad, and incidentally
they brought about the war of our Southern
rebellion, the abolition of Bouthern slavery,
the establishment of negro civil equallty and
negro suffrage, n national debt of twenty-five
hundred millions, our present heavy national
taxes, and s uniform national paper currency
meeting all demands even in the way of small
change beyond our famous nickel five cent
coin, All these grand results are due to the
scratch of a pen by Captain John Tyler on the
night of the third of March, 1845, intended as
& Joke upon his democratic successor coming
into ofice next day.

But great, grand and glorious as are all
these results from the scratch of a pea by Cap-

tgin Tylep, atill geoater apd £ronder reulia

are promised from the scratch of a pen from
General Grant at this time in reference to Mex-
fco. He has only to say the word, in order to
secure the annexation of that magnificent
country, with all its incaloulable mineral and
agricultural resources. And with Mexico se-
cured, the States of Central America next,
and thea the West India Islands fall in under
the natural laws of attraction and gravitation.
If you cannot bring Mr, Fish to make an issue
upon Cuba of a decisive character, Mr. Presi-
dent, you can surely bring him to the mark
upon Mexico; and you have only to bring for-
ward the Mexican anncxation question in a
positive shape in order to walk over the Praai-
dentlal cours» next November,

There ia now no great political question or
grand idea before the country, All the issues
of the war and of reconstruction are settled,
and upon the money question, in all Its
phases, the politicians on all sides are all
adrift. The ‘‘soundiog brass and the tink-
ling cymbal” of civil service reform, revenue
reform, Custom House reform, and all sorts of
reforms, aro heard on every slde, but they are
all “mere sound and fury eignifylog nothing,"
Personal grievances and personal cliques and
factions are cropping out here and there,
and party landmarks and party principles are
becoming dim and confused in the absence of
any great Issue or grand ldea. Nor, uander
these conditions, can we tell where even the
republican party will be next fall. It will,
perhaps, be controlled more or less by some
petty local issue In every Congressional dis-
trict, or the shortcomings of Congress may
neutralize the popularity of the President.
Lot General Grant, however, bring about a
sharp and decisive issue involving the anpex-
ation of Cuba or Mexico, and all the paltry
party claptrap of the day on these small-fry
questions of clvil service reform and such
will be swopt off in the general uprising of the
people on the grand idoea of “‘manifest des-
tiny."

The Assembly Commitices—A Guod Brgine
ping In Legislative Heform.

Speaker 8mith has justified the good opinion
of his friends. Entering upon the canvass
for the Speakership of the Assembly with a
determination to stand or fall wupon
his personal merits, and refusing from
the firast fto owe the position to
a single outeide or wundue Iofluence,
he was elected without & pledge to any
man, and with his bhands free to form the
groundwork of feg!slnt!on In such a manner
a8 he should see fit. 1In framing the standing
committees of the body over which he presidea
he bas not rejected counsel and advice, but in
his final determinations he has acted solely
on his own judgment, and he Is
alone responsible for their oharacter.
The list is published in our Albany cor-
respondence, and it will be seen that, while
many of the names are those of new men yet
uatried in leglslation, the selections bear upon
them the stamp of honesty and merit, It is

gratifying to know that the Speaker
bas expurzated from the principal
committees every member whose logis-

lative record Is tarnlshed by the breath
of suspicion, and that he has sought among
the solid business men of the House those
Into whouse hands mre to be consigned the
most important duties of the mession, Mr.
Alvord, as a matter of course, finds his
position at the head of the Committes of
Ways and Means, to whioh he is entitled
a8 much from his experience as from
the wvote he received in the contest
for the Speakership, Mr, L. Bradford,
Prince; a lawyer, residing at Flushing, ia
chairman of the important Committee on Ju-
diciary. Colonel Rush C. Hawkins Is at the
head of the Commitiee on Citles, and, while he
has done some indiscreet things early in the
session, it is probable that, like many young
members who are over-zealous at the
start, he may seitle down into a prac-
tical leglslator before the first few weeka
of the session shall have passed. Mr. Daniel
@G. Fort, of Oswego, who has the chairman-
ship of Canals, is a banker and a citizen of
high oharacter and position. Mr. Alberger,
of Buffalo, heads the Committee on Commerce
and Navigation, and is a provision dealer, an

old member and one whose honesty
has never been called fan question.
Mr. Edward D. Whita, of Brooklyn,
who 1Is Chalrman of Rallroads, is a

hardware dealer and manufacturer, and is
spoken of as a man of wealth and strict In-
tegrity. Mr. Lippiti, the Chairman of the In-
surance Committee, is a farmer and merchant
of Solsville, Madison counly. Mr. C. Meech
Woolsey, of Milton, Ulster county, Is at the
head of the Committee of Clalms, and was

a member last year, He is a mer-
chant, and Is sald to be an honest
man, althongh we do not at the

present moment recall the position he beld in
the last demoralizing session, The remaining
chairmen are mainly farmers and merchants
who stand well in their several localities; but,
as we bave said, many ol the members are
new and untried men,

The beat guarantes we have of the honest
character of the committees is furnished by the

absence of certaln members from all of
the Important committee, Mr. Husted,
of Westchester, 13 made chairman

of the Committee on Federal Relations, which
has seldom or ever any businesa to transact
during the session, and has the honor of
Thomas C. Fielda' company at Lhe other end
of the committee. The only other committee
on which he appears is that of Two-thirds and
Three-fifths Bills, in which important position
he is assoclatedl with Willlam M. Ely,
of DBroome., Mr, Ely bas also the
honor of being chairman of Indian Affalrs,
aod honor is all the position yields, Mat
Bemus, of Fenton's home, is allowed a seat
on Roads and Bridges only; but there he is
well sandwiched in with good men, The
genial Tom Fields Is at the bottom of the
Militia Committee, in addition to his position
on Federal Relations. As be bhad much to
do with drilling last year's majority the
selection is & bappy one. Alexander
Frear, as long as he remains In
the Assembly, is allowed to devote Lls legisla=
tive experience to the committees on Public
Education aad Publle Health, Other mem-
bers who bave had experience in last year's
legislation have been allowed to rest upon
the laurels they then won, while the
responsible dulies have been devolved upon

this the Speaker has acted wisely, and, what-
ever the test and experlence of time may
bring forth, he I to be applauded for baving
disobarged a difficult and most important duty
in an honest, straightforward and independent
manner. The lobby can scarcely hope to ac-
complish their ends through the committees of
the Assembly, however succeasfully they may
work upon the floor.

The Reformers’ Irer-Clad Election Law—
Ousting the New Board of Aldermen.
Reform has at last shown its hand In what

it intends to do for this benighted city in the
matter of regulating the registration of voters
and protecting them in the act of exercislng
their right to the franchise, The manifold
and carefully drawn provisions of their
bill cover a system which is evidently
intended to be as effeotive in procuring us
purified elections as the celebrated iron-clad
onth was supposed to leave no rebel the
width of a needle’s eye through which to
wriggle Into office,

In its very firat section will be found an
order for a new election for Aldermen and
Asaistant Aldermen, to take place on the
second Tuesday in April of the pres-
ent year, How the new Board
will receive this slash of the Albany guillo-
tine it is hard to say; but no doubt General
Cochrane will be found murmuring musiogly
the old couplet :—

It 8o soon I have heen done for,
What on earth was 1 beguun lor?

The old Board will, bowever, relish the joke,
delighted to find companions in their misery.

The provisions of this bill are bullt upon a
plan of registration which will remind people
of Paris under the régime of Napoleon, with
every man, woman and child ciphered down
to a dot. This parallel leads to the compari-
son of our old state of things with Parls

under the Commune, and it will be
doubtful for some tim2 which will bhe
the greater evil, In the firat place,

the charge of the whole business will be
vosted in a new Bureau of Elections, a chlef
for which will ba selected by the Police Board,
with a salary of $4,000 a year, and a clerk at
$1,800 a year. The clly will be districted off
from the Assembly districts, each election dis-
trict to contain as nearly as posaible two
hundred and fifty voters, The inspectors of
elections are no longer to be the appointees of
the Mayor, but of the Police Board. They
are not to be the mild-mannered personages
who heretofore counted in or counted out
candidates at their sweet will or their masters'
bidding and then relapsed into Insignificance
and sinecures, but officers appointed for a
year and compelled to serve under penalty,
and vested during election time with the grave
powers of committing magistrates, There are
to be four from each district, two of each
political faith. In addiiion are two poll clerks
for each district, one from each side of the
political Rubicon. These officers must be able
to read, write and speak English understand-
ingly. The act of registration is cumbered
with an oath to be administered to each per-
son, The most intricate part of the reform will
be In the keeping of the registration books
provided by the bill. Oune of these is to
be the “Permanent Regzister ;" the other the
‘‘glphabetical.” These booksare to contain the
addresses and other particulars of residence
to a minute degree of registered voters. Re-
movals of residence from one district to

another must be ceriifled to by the
ingpector before whom the last regls-
try was made before the mnew one

can be entered. Tho Board of Health,
too, ls to supplement this labor of correcting
the permanent registers by supplying the
names of all persons dying in the city to the
Bureau of Elections. In addition to their
other powers, inspectors of eclection can order
any one to nsslst them in preserving the
peace, under the penalty of being tried for a
misdemeanor In case of refusal to
comply, A general registration and re-
districting is to tnke place every four
years—the first this year, in the months of
August and September, just In time for the
Presidential election. The next will be in
1876. For the guldance of inspectors the
rules regulating the reception and counting of
votes are most exact and stringent, provision
even being made for a surplus of votes
in any box, by which one of the
inspectors is to stand with bis back
to the box and draw out the number of sur-
plus ballots—to be deducted, if the votes have
heen already countad, from the candidates’
returns whose names appear on the ballots
thus drawn. The Board of Supervisors are to
be the Board of County Canvassers, Three
lists and tallies of the returns are to be pre-
parcd—one to be carried to the Chief of
the Bureau of Elections, one to the
County Clerk, and the third to the
Board of Coun!y Canvassers, The budget of
terrors to all infractors of the Election law in
the shape of imprisonment will carry small
comfort to the little lords of the aldewalk
who made a liring by running gangs of re-
peators. For false registration or attempting
to falsely reglster, the crime is called felony,
and the punishment from one to five years'
imprisonment, For personating another voter
(repoating), or bribing or intimidating a voler
the same crime and same penalty are to bé
oounted, A felon voting or attempting to vote
will be served in like manner. An Inspector
caught ballot stuffing or falsely counting will
be also a felon, with a five years' confinement
before him. Takiog a false oath on election
matters will be proceeded agalnst as wilful
and corrupt perjury.

With these copper-bottomed provisions care-
fully carried out it may succeed in mccom-
plishing its purpose. A strong remedy is,
doubtless, needed; but there is an amount of
espionage about it which seems to make much
of it distasteful at first view, and a cumbrous-
ness that may interfere seriously with its com=
plete administration. It is to be hoped there
will be a full discussion on the bill,

Mavor Hart bhas taken a week's vacation
from the duties of his office, and has appointed
General Cochrane, the republican Presideat of
the Board of Aldermen, his locum {tenens
during that period.

Savep THE Trovnre.—Alderman Falconer
said on Monday, in the Board of Aldermen,
that if Shanoon were elected Clerk he would
deem it his duty to go to Albany and Lave the

Llgsa  wied huk  hasleg Guated wes, Jad

gapd legitlated Qub of olices
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Congress Yestorday—A Seuator and DMem-.
ber lmplicated In am Election Fraud—

Revision of the Colunge Laws.

The Ku Klux Joint Committee, in pursulog
its investigations into outrages in the Southern
States, seems to bave unearthed a fraudulent
tranBaction which, though not coming exactly
within its jurisdiction, could not be passed by
unnoticed, It appears that the sub-committee
which had charge of the SBtate of Arkansas
bhad testimony brought bLefore It which im-
peached the conduct and character of a Sen-
ator from that State (Mr. Clayton), and af-
fected the right to his seat of a Representative
from the same State (Mr. Edwards). The
story testified to is to the effect that Clayton,
while Governor, made & corrupt bar-
gain  with the democratic members
of the Legislature, that if they would
support his candidacy for the Senate he
would give the certificate of election to the
House to the democratic oandidate (Mr. Ed-
wards), by throwing out of the count, for
technical irregularities, the voles of several
counties which had been largely in favor of
the republican candidate (Mr. Bolles), The
contract was faithfully carried out on both
gides, and the republican majority in the
Senate of the Unlted States was needlessly,
if not questionably, strengthened by the ac-
quisition of Mr. Clayton, and the democratic
minority in the House by that of Mr. Ed-
wards, At least, such is the story told and
presented yesierday in both Houses, Mr.
Clayton denounced it as a falsebood and
courted further investigation, which was ac-
corded In the shape of a speclal committes,
The case of Mr. Edwards in the House was
simply referred to the Commiltee on Elec-
tions, We hope that Impartial justice will be
done, and that when Edwards is sent back to
his constituency he will be accompanied by
his partner in fraud. It s full time that all
tampering with the purity of elections,
whether by Tammany roughs or by carpet-
bag Governors, should be effectually put a
atop to.

As an offset to the acquisilion of Olayton
under such circumstances, the Senate yester-
day admitted to ameat a democratic Senalor
from Alabama, Mr. Goldthwaite, who has
been playing in the ante-chamber for quite a
long while; and then it rewarded Mr. Foster
Blodgett, of Georgia, with pay and mileage
for baviog laid clsim to a seat Lo which he
had no sort of decent pretension.

The proceedings in the House were of very
little public interest, The whole day's session
was occupied in the reading and discussion of
a bill codifying, revising and amending the
existing lawa relating to colnage and tho mint.
The question of salaries, connected so closely
with the movement for civil service reform,
came up in the course of the consideration of
the bill and effeclually blocked its progreas,
for Mr. Dawes, who has so distinguished him-
solf heretofore by his' efforts at enforcing
economy on all departments of the govern-
ment, moved an adjournment, in order to
give members an opportunity to examine the
blll more aitentively, and that motion pre.
vailed,

Burial of Fisk In Vermont—Ve:dict of the
Corvoner’s Jury in New York.

Fisk was buried yesterday outside the plc-
turesque town of Brattleboro, away among
the Green Mountains, followed to his grave
by the comrades of his youth and bis com-
rades In arms, aod with a quietude strangely
in contrast with the bustle of his life and the
burry of his deasth. A funeral sermon
was preached by Chaplain O. Flagg, of
the Ninth regiment, The earth was heaped
over the costly cofin and the mournera
slowly departed. Ashes bad relurned to
ashes and dust to dust, and the Prince of
Erie henceforth iz only a name to be men-
tioned In passing—a memory to smile at or
be sad about, as the comedy of his life or the
tragedy of his death may present themselves,

In New York the assassin was again brought
before the Coroner, and after the examining
of some witnesses the juss of prominent citi-
gens retired to deliberate. For three hours
they wrestled with the simple facts and came
forth in the end with a curious verdiot, which
is a simple statement, implicating Stokes only
in the following words, speaking of the plstol
“discharged by him in a deliberate manner at
the person of the aforesaid Fisk." An indict-
ment by the Grand Jury will be the next step
undertaken by the law officers of the people.
And so for a few days we shall hear no more
of him. The grave has closed on the victim—
the prison gate on the assassin,

General Sherman with King Amadeus.

The arrival of General Sherman and Lieu-
tenant Grant in Madrid Is announced
by our special despatch from the Spanish
capital., The manner in which our re-
presentative General aod the young
acion of our Chief Magisirate were received
by King Amadeus must be alike grati-
fying to them and to the American people,
for whom His Majesty expressed hia ‘‘sin-
cere friendship and admiration."  These
fair worda aecquire a special slznifl-
cance at the present aspect of difficulties
between the United States and Spain, and may
be intended to smooth the roffled spirit of the
Awerican goveroment and people. The King
was politic, if not sincere, in saying what he
did. We have no oause to doubt his sincerity
and good intentions ; but much as the Ameri-
can people appreciate these courtesies, it will
tako more than fair words and good intentiona
to secure a durable peace between the two
countriea,

At the banquet which took place on the
same evening at the American Legation the
Spanish Ministers for the Colonies and Foreign
Affairs and the Minister of Marine were pre.
sent. Toasts and speeches complimentary to
the representatives of both nations were
made, Again the desirability of peaceful
relations belween the United States and Spain
was dwelt upon. Admiral Topete and
Seilor de DBlas spoke in the same strain
as the King, taking, no doubt, the cue
from their royal maater. Professlons
of peacoe and amity, when engendered
under the genial warmth of the banqueting
room, are apt to bave a fleeting existence.
But, coupled with the reception of the King,
much importance may be attached to the fact
that hose three members of the Minlstry who
are oharged with the direction of affairs which
briog them into contact with the goveranment
of the United States were present at the

| baoguet of the Asmarican Lagasion.

Governer Woody Message to the Reeab
cltrant Mormea Leoglsinturo=The Criml-
anl Trials Suspended.

Governor Woods yeaterday forwarded his
annval measage to the Utah Legislature,
an executive document it sets forth the affairs
of the Territory in a remarkably clear and coa-
cise manner, and exhibits to the Elders of the
Mormon Church composing the legislative
body the view of their concerns from a purely
worldly point—or, In other terms, shows them
through a secular mirror those things they
have hitherto seen only from their own nar-
rowed religious reflectors. Starting from a
common standpoint, he intimates that the Ter-
ritories are the wards of the republio, and
a8 such are subject to the will of
Congress; and he makes this remark an
introduction to one more important: **The
constitution of the United States guarantees
freedom of conscience in religion, but it is
presumed that all religious convictions will be
in barmony with the constitution, which is the
supreme law of the land. Aught else
than this would be national suicide.,”
This sentence of course touched the con-
acience of the Assembly; but the Governor
leaves them in no doubt as to what he istends,
for he followed this up by stating that bigamy
was probibited to the ocountry generally)
that no exceptions could be taken, and
that plural marriage a8 praotised In
Utah was a direct violation of the cons
stitution, “If one c¢lass of persons can
violate one law with Impunity and shield them.
gelves behind the bulwarka of relizious tole.
ration another class can do the same with
some other law, and so on till religious
dogmas are made to take the place of the
constitution and laws, and anarcby would
ensup,” This is the old, old docirine, and
preached from a reliable authority ; but still
the difficulty of dealing with polygamy
remalos ag irksome and stupendous as before.
Doubtless the appeal the Governor makes to
the members of the Legislature in another
part of his message, to take the matter in hand
themselves and enact such laws during the
present session as will enable them to obviate
the embarrassing ocircumsiances that other-
wiso must arise from a conflict with the gen-
eral government, is the right method, and
should have the desired effect in arousing
them to legislate for thoir own Intereats. But
the belligerent altitude of the members of the
Assembly, their cool indifference to the recoms
mendations of the Governor, their sneering
commentary on the question of printing the
document by subslituting o hundred for the
usual thousand copies, and the attempted In-
sult to the chief of the Exeoutive, the hurrye«
ing of Delegate Hooper from the House as
though the verbiage of the annual document
was an Insult to his religious sensjbilities, and
the known and expressed determination of the
Church officials to thwart the government In
every conceivable way—all these things leave
but little hope of an early termination of the
struggle; but rather warrant, as our despatch
slates, the assertion that they Intend to make
it the “Kingdom versus the United States,”
until the government determines to take
measures other than those hitherto em-
ployed.

The diregt coursa of justice is also consider-
ably endangered. District Attorney Bales ap-
peared before Judge McKean yesterday, and
after explaining the Impeounious condition of
the judicial treasury, from which he anticl.
pated drawing funds to carry out the criminal
prosecutions already entered upon the court
calendar, he moved Lo have the ocauses dis-
continued until March. In the meantime he
is ordered lo Washington to explain the state
of affairs to Attorney General Williams, and
endeavor to secure funds to carry out the laws
in Salt Luke, The motion was granted, and
Brigham Young and the others indicted for
murder are to ramain in the custody of the
Marshal until brought to trial,

Ex-Spenker Alvord On na High Horse.

Ex-Speaker Alvord rose to a question of
privilege in the House of Assembly lask
night, and administered a short but sharp re-
buke to Colonel Rush C. Hawkioa, who, it
will be remembered, assailed the surround-
ings of Mr. Alvord ln the contest for the
Speakership in the republican caucns. Mr.
Alvord refused to accept the chairmanship
of the Committee of Ways and Means

until  he had been  assured by
the Speaker that the position had
not  been tendered him out ol

patliamentary courtesy, but In consideration
of his fitness to fill it. The Speaker having
made such a statement, Mr. Alvord accepted,
but not until he had aforded himself the grati-
fication of & rebuke to Colonel Hawkins and
a vindication of bis own official integrity.

Mr. Alvord misunderstands the objection
made to his candidacy for the Speaker's chair.
There was no question during the canvass of
his personal honesty, His own record might
have been as spotless as the snow—and
we believe that no person who koows
him believes him to be individually cor-
rupt—but it is notorious that he was
gurrounded by dangerous and unscrupulous
men, who clamored for his success, and the
whole army of lobbyists and rings was at bis
back. His election would have been their
triumph, and he could scarcely have hoped to
shake himself clear of thelr influences il they
had succeeded in placing him in the Speaker's
chair, He should now content himself with
his position on the floor, and should be glad
that be bas escaped the dangers and responsi-
bilities of the office ho sought, and to which
he could only have been elected by such influ-
ences as we have named. If he is wise he
will not suffer disappolatment to lead him into
opposition to needod measures of reform, and
thus lend bimself asa member to the designs
of the corrupt men who were 80 eager to make

him Speaker.

Tug AgENts OF THE SNOWBOUND RAIL.
goADS in Nebraska and other parts of the
West must be in a state of great excitement.
As many a8 six different roports reached thia
city last night, and all disagreed more or less
as Lo the time and places where the tralns are
stopped. Some stated that the railroad
officials were endeavoring to prevent the truth
being made public, while others lntimated that,
the most complete block-up had oocourrsd.
The whole affair has the appearance ‘of a
quarrel of certaln railroad corporatizsns, who
persist in advertising their llnes -“,'fhﬁ “you'ea

| sacthes” Riipoluje.



